Liberty Academy - Student Analysis of Technology

Population served

280 students took our technology survey. MAP students were ten students,
whose numbers will be largely disregared. Of the regular students reporting, 130
were female, and 136 male. The average male has been at Liberty Academy for
2.69 years, while the average female has been here 2.47. Average for both is
2.58. Maximum time at Liberty is reported as 6.5 years, while minimum was
0.25.

STUDENTS BY GENDER YEARS AT LIBERTY

140
120
100
80
60
40
20

Total

M Female Female
B Male

/ Male

M Years at
Liberty

Students

N
N
A\

Community Demographics

Fourteen communities are served by our school. The greatest portion of
our students come from Payson, but students commute from as far as Orem,
Genola, and Goshen.
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Previous Education

Over half of our students report receiving previous education in public
schools. Substantial portions of our students have also attended other charter
schools, private schools, and home school. This data is further disaggregated in
the various grades. As Liberty has only been opened for a handful of years, the
data is not unexpected, but more and more students are starting and continuing
their education at Liberty.
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Computers at Home

96.0% of the 277 respondants reported having a computer at home.
Additionally, 93.5% of students have access to the Internet at home. More data
is available in the individual grade levels.
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Total Student Computer Usage

Two hunderd and sixteen students in the survey gave quantifiable answers
to the hours per week spent using the computer. Quantities such as “it varies”
could not be counted. Of the usable numbers, the average student at Liberty
Academy uses the computer 5.17 hours per week. This ranges from a high of 70
hours per week to many students who reported no computer use at all.
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Use of Liberty Academy Computers

To keep the elementary surveys simple, the young elementary students (K-
4™ grade) were not sruveyed about the use of computers at school. According to
thr survey, many students use the computers frequently, under very specific
teacher direction. Secondary students have a very different computer use. The
following was the result for grades 5-12. Additional data is found withing the
grade breakdowns.

157 students answered the survey. 92.4% of our students, 145 of the 157,
report having used school computers before. 100, or 63.7% have used
computers in class. 112, or 71.3% have used the computers to do schoolwork.
42.7% or 67 students said they have used the computers for entertainment. 57
students have used the video editing programs, about 36.3%. Other reported
uses include email, PhotoShop, programming, other multimedia uses, typing, and
yearbook.

(graph on next page)
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Use of Liberty Academy Computers

Student Comments

Students were allowed to add comments. No prompt was given for any
specific topic, other than the comments should focus on technology. Most did not
add comments. Those that did had the following requests or notes:

Eight students commented that the school needs newer computers. Six
stated that we need better wireless, and one gave a general comment that our
technology needs to be updated. Two requested Apple computers at school. One
requested that photography and yearbook classes would be open to seventh-
grade students, and another requested a typing class. Two were very positive
with one reporting “Great tech!” and another stating “It is awesome!”

Comments also included one request for a sports program, and another
student's complaint that some students were using the computers for iTunes
rather than work. Three students also requested that Facebook be allowed at
school.



